
September: MANSFIELD PARK
Jane Austen (For the 250th anniversary of Jane Austen’s birth!)

Adultery is not a typical Jane Austen theme, but when it disturbs the relatively
peaceful household at Mansfield Park, it has quite unexpected results. The
diffident and much put-upon heroine Fanny Price has to struggle to cope with
the results, re-examining her own feelings while enduring the cheerful
amorality, old-fashioned indifference and priggish disapproval of those around
her.

November: HARRIET’S ETERNAL TEARS
David John
The emotionally draining true story of a mother's love and loss during the
First World War, when her two sons went out to face the uncertainties of
conflict. Harriet is happy in her close-knit community until the horrors of war
descend on her. Her two sons, David and Emrys, go off to fight despite Emrys
only being sixteen.
The author, David John, was named after his great uncle, one of the
protagonists in the novel.

October: A STUDY IN SCARLET
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
The story marks the first appearance of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson, who
would become the most famous detective duo in popular fiction.
When a postwar search for London lodgings introduces doctor John H. Watson
to quirky chemist Sherlock Holmes, their collaboration in the art of
observation and deduction begins. Congenial flatmates and even better
colleagues, the pair is quickly drawn into a case of murder and revenge that
has Scotland Yard at their wits’ end.

January: THE GREEN MILE
Stephen King
The Green Mile: those who walk it do not return, because at the end of that
walk is the room in which sits Cold Mountain penitentiary's electric chair. Prison
guard Paul Edgecombe has seen his share of oddities in his years working the
Mile. But he’s never seen anyone like John Coffey, the newest resident on death
row in 1932. He is a giant black man, with the mind of a child, condemned for a
crime terrifying in its violence and shocking in its depravity. Edgecombe is about
to discover the terrible, wondrous truth about Coffey, a truth that will challenge
his most cherished beliefs.
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March: AN IDEAL HUSBAND
Oscar Wilde
On the surface, Sir Robert Chiltern is an ideal husband—he has an impressive
role as a member of the House of Commons and is always respectable in
public and in private. His wife, Lady Chiltern, is proud of their privileged life.
What she does not know is that Sir Robert’s initial rise to power was founded
in slightly shady circumstances, and over the course of twenty-four hours,
these past indiscretions threaten to come to light, and the fate of the
Chiltern’s marriage is soon at stake.

April: JULIUS CAESAR
William Shakespeare
Julius Caesar is among the best of Shakespeare's historical and political plays.
Dealing with events surrounding the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 B.C., the
drama vividly illustrates the ways in which power and corruption are linked. The
cry ‘Peace, freedom and liberty!’ is used to exculpate brutal realities, while
personal ambitions taint public actions. Rich in characterisation and replete with
eloquent rhetoric, Julius Caesar remains engrossing and topical: a play for today.

May: JOSEPH CONRAD
Heart of Darkness
Charles Marlow, at the behest of his employer, an ivory trading company,
travels to the heart of Africa with a simple order: seek out an important
trading post headed by a man named Kurtz. On his steamboat down the
Congo River, Marlow begins to discover a developing lore surrounding
Kurtz, who has reached a near mystical and divine status among the
natives, yet feared and intimidating all the same.

February: THE THURSDAY MURDER CLUB (1)
Richard Osman
In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet up once a week to
investigate unsolved murders. But when a brutal killing takes place on their very
doorstep, the Thursday Murder Club find themselves in the middle of their first
live case.
Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might be pushing eighty but they still have a few
tricks up their sleeves. Can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer
before it's too late?
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