Teatime with Jane – Booklist 2021-2022:
The Invisible Man - H. G. Wells (giovedì 28 ottobre 2021)
One winter night, a bizarre and sinister stranger wrapped in bandages and eccentric
clothing arrives in a remote English village. His peculiar, secretive activities in the
room he rents spook the locals. Speculation about his identity becomes horror and
disbelief when the villagers discover that, beneath his disguise, he is invisible.
Griffin, as the man is called, is an embittered scientist who is determined to exploit
his extraordinary gifts, developed in the course of brutal self-experimentation, in
order to conduct a Reign of Terror on the sleepy inhabitants of England. As the police
close in on him, he becomes ever more desperate and violent.

The Citadel – A. J. Cronin (giovedì 25 novembre 2021) A book
which inspired the creation of the NHS. When a newly-qualified Scottish doctor,
Andrew Manson, takes up his first post in a Welsh mining community, he brings
idealism and enthusiasm with him. Both are soon strained as he discovers the
reality of performing operations on a kitchen table,, of unspeakable sanitation, of
common infantile cholera and systemic corruption. There are no X-rays, no
ambulances – nothing to combat disease and poverty.
Andrew’s outspoken manner soon wins him both friends and enemies, but he risks
losing his idealism when the fashionable, greedy world of London medicine claims
him, with its private clinics, wealthy, spoilt patients and huge rewards.

The Painted Veil – W. Somerset Maugham (giovedì 27
gennaio 2022) Kitty Fane is the beautiful but shallow wife of Walter, a
bacteriologist stationed in Hong Kong. Unsatisfied by her marriage, she starts an
affair with charming, attractive and exciting Charles Townsend. But when Walter
discovers her deception, he exacts a strange and terrible vengeance: Kitty must
accompany him to his new posting in remote mainland China, where a cholera
epidemic rages... First published to a storm of protest, The Painted Veil is a classic
story of a woman's spiritual awakening.

Brave New World - Aldous Huxley (giovedì 24 febbraio
2022) Welcome to New London. Everybody is happy here. Our perfect society
achieved peace and stability through the prohibition of monogamy, privacy,
money, family and history itself. Now everyone belongs.
You can be happy too. All you need to do is take your Soma pills.
Discover the brave new world of Aldous Huxley's classic novel, written in 1932,
which prophesied a society which expects maximum pleasure and accepts
complete surveillance - no matter what the cost.

Richard III – William Shakespeare (Hero or Villain?) (giovedì
24 marzo 2022) Richard III is one of the finest of Shakespeare’s historical
dramas. Although it has a huge cast, Richard himself, gleefully wicked,
charismatically Machiavellian, always dominates the play: a role to gratify such
leading actors as David Garrick, Laurence Olivier, Anthony Sher, Ian McKellen and
Al Pacino. Since, in real life, political Machiavellianism is never out of date, Richard
III remains perennially topical. Numerous revivals on stage and screen have
demonstrated the enduring cogency of this drama about the lethally corrupting
quest for power.

Our Man in Havana – Graham Greene (giovedì 21 aprile 2022)
Discover Graham Greene’s blackly comic and timely espionage thriller, set amid the
vice and squalor of pre-revolutionary Havana.
Wormold is a vacuum cleaner salesman in a city of power cuts. His adolescent
daughter spends his money with a skill that amazes him, so when a mysterious
Englishman offers him an extra income he's tempted. In return all he has to do is
carry out a little espionage and file a few reports. But when his fake reports start
coming true, things suddenly get more complicated and Havana becomes a
threatening place.

The Time Traveler’s Wife – Audrey Niffenegger
(giovedì 19 maggioi 2022) This is the extraordinary love story of Clare
and Henry who met when Clare was six and Henry was thirty-six, and were
married when Clare was twenty-two and Henry thirty. Impossible but true,
because Henry suffers from a rare condition where his genetic clock periodically
resets and he finds himself pulled suddenly into his past or future. In the face of
this force they can neither prevent nor control, Henry and Clare's struggle to lead
normal lives is both intensely moving and entirely unforgettable.

Persuasion – Jane Austen (giovedì 30 settembre 2021) – her
last completed novel
The story concerns Anne Elliot, a young Englishwoman of twenty-seven years,
whose family moves to lower their expenses and reduce their debt by renting
their home to an Admiral and his wife. The wife's brother, Navy Captain
Frederick Wentworth, was engaged to Anne in 1806, but the engagement was
broken when Anne was "persuaded" by her friends and family to end their
relationship. Anne and Captain Wentworth, both single and unattached, meet
again after a seven-year separation, setting the scene for many humorous
encounters as well as a second, well-considered chance at love and marriage for
Anne in her second "bloom“.

